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Cancel your auto insurance! Tell your boss you don’t 

want the health coverage your employer provides 

anymore! That life insurance policy—why do you 

have that? You won’t ever see a penny of that 

money! You don’t need home-owners insurance, do 

you? 

The cautious individual has 

such policies because we 

don’t know what might 

happen. Certainly, when life is 

going smoothly—when our 

health is good and we are 

accident-free—maintaining 

such policies might seem like 

a big waste of money. (While 

you are at it, tell your boss 

you don’t want the company 

taking anything out for Social 

Security any more either. You 

won’t need it! …or will you?) 

When life is going smoothly—when there is 

happiness and joy, and when everything seems to be 

trouble-free—going to church regularly 

might seem like a big waste of time. All 

this talk of sin and death, forgiveness 

and eternal life, it just isn’t where 

you are at right now. Life is good! 

“Cancel my policies! I will reinstate 

them later, when I need them, before I 

get sick, before that accident happens, 

before I die.”  

Perhaps it might be helpful to you to think of going to 

church as though it were an insurance policy. Think about 

it! Having a health insurance policy doesn’t keep you from 

getting sick. Having a home-owner’s policy doesn’t keep 

your house from burning to the ground. Insurance policies 

don’t prevent bad things from happening.  But, when bad 

things do happen, those 

policies help to soften the 

blow, and help us to 

recover. 

As much as we would like 

to avoid any and all bad 

things, the fact is that in 

time something that is not 

expected, and something 

that is certainly not 

desired, is going to happen. 

The only question you need 

to ask yourself is: Will you 

be ready? And how will you 

handle the aftermath of that tragedy?   

That is what we do in worship week by week—not only 

praise God for the good things he has done for us, but also 

prepare for what is bound to happen. We come to God’s 

house to hear the Word of God, that by it the Holy Spirit 

can strengthen us in faith. Will this Sunday’s message 

address every challenge that you face in your life? 

Probably not. None of us knows what tomorrow will bring. 

Maybe the message you hear this Sunday is only meant to 

prepare you for some day further down the road. But God 

promises that when his Word is proclaimed, it will work!    



Regular Worship Schedule 
We will begin our regular Sunday Morning Worship 
Schedule on Sunday, September 3.  Only the Late Service 
will change from 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.   Our Saturday 
Night Service continues to be at 5:30 p.m.  The Early 
Sunday Service is at 8:00 a.m.  The Monday Night Service 
is at 6:30 p.m.   
 

Spiritual Growth 
Opportunities 

We have spiritual growth programs available for all ages 
that will begin on September 10 at 9:15 a.m.  Our Kids 
Bible Time and Kingdom Kids programs are available for 
Pre-K through 8th Grade.  Our Adult Bible Class is also 
beginning at 9:25 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  A Bible 
Basics Class for anyone interested in learning about the 
basic teachings of our Christian faith, including any non-
member unconfirmed tuition parents, or for anyone who 
would like to review these teachings, is going to meet 
each Sunday morning in the classroom at the bottom of 
the steps also at 9:25 a.m.  There will also be Nursery Care 
available for any infants and toddlers prior to age 3 in the 
Extended Care Room during Bible Class times.   

 

INSTALLATION 
The Installation Service for our newly-called workers; Mr. 
Micah Walz, 8th Grade Teacher and Vice-Principal; Mr. 
John Schleis, 4th Grade Teacher and Technology; and Mrs. 
Molly Phelps, Extended Learning Coordinator; was held in 
the 10:00 a.m. Service on Sunday, August 27.   We 
welcome them to Star of Bethlehem, and ask our Lord to 
grant them much joy and many blessings through their 
service among us.  If you weren’t able to attend, please 
take a moment to let them know that you are happy to 
have them here, and that you will be supporting them 
with your prayers and your other forms of assistance.   

Called Home 
The soul of former pastor of Star of Bethlehem from 1995-
1997, Dale Tollefson, was called out of this life to his eternal 
home in heaven. There will be a Memorial Service at St. 
Jacobi Lutheran Church in Greenfield on September 8 at 4:00 
p.m.  Pastor Tollefson had been suffering from Parkinson’s 
for the past several years.  “Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord from now on.”  “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they now will 
rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” (Rev. 
14:13).   
 

It also pleased Almighty God to call out of this life the soul of 
Donna Gibson (Woodard).  May the Lord comfort all who 
mourn with the blessed hope of a joyous reunion in heaven. 
    

 We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family this month 
Kasey Dieter; and Doug and Jen Shiery and their children, 
Magdelyn and Paige.  May the Lord bless their membership 
in our congregation to their own personal joy and growth in 
faith among us!   

Teagan Audrey Berns and Roman Allen Berns, 
children of Jeff and Melia Berns, were 
baptized at Star of Bethlehem on Friday, 
August 25.  Rhys Matthew Taticek, son of 
Matthew and Tiffany Taticek, was also 
baptized at Star of Bethlehem on 
Saturday, August 26.  May the Lord keep 
all of these children in his loving arms 

throughout life to life everlasting. 
 

ANNIVERSARY VIDEO 
A beautiful weekend provided the backdrop as Star of 
Bethlehem celebrated our Church's 50th and School's 40th 
Anniversaries! Special thanks to the many, many volunteers 
that made both days possible, and most definitely 
memorable! What a blessing to celebrate together with 
generations of our Star family, including members from 
several of our 8 charter families! Anniversary photos and a 
50th anniversary video can be viewed at 
www.starofbethlehem.org/anniversary.  If you would like to 
purchase a copy of the anniversary DVD for $3, please see 
the sign-up sheet in the church gathering area.  (If you have 
any questions, please contact Kim Peck.) 

 

Your word is a lamp for my feet,  
and a light for my path. 

Psalm 119:105 

http://www.starofbethlehem.org/anniversary


Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

INSTALLATION SERVICE 
This service will be held at 2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, September 10, 2017, at St. Lucas 
Ev. Lutheran Church, 2605 S Kinnickinnic 
Ave, Milwaukee, WI.  A reception will 
follow. 
  

The members of the called faculty to be 
installed are: 
 

Mrs. Cheryl Belott  Spanish 
Pastor Brian Doebler  Theology 
Mrs. Emily Jiles  Guidance 
Mrs. Lindsay Knight   Science 
Mrs. Tammy Leyrer  International Program 
Mrs. Tim McEachern   Science 
Mr. Casey Pufahl   Music 
Mr. Marc Shambeau   Math 
 

You are cordially invited to attend. 
 

Seminary Auxiliary 
You’re invited Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary’s Friends of the Seminary Day 
on Saturday, October 7, 2017. This annual 
event highlights the way your gifts help 
WLS support the worldwide mission of 
WELS. 
  

Registration and coffee hour begins at 8 
a.m. in the auditorium. Worship with 
members of the Seminary Chorus begins 
at 9 a.m. After worship, attendees will 
hear from our new professor, Sam 
Degner, and senior Noah Willitz. A light 
lunch, included in the $10 registration 
fee, will be served at noon. Guided tours 
of the campus will follow. Northwestern 
Publishing House will also have a 
selection of books and gift items available 
for purchase. 
  

Please send your name, address, 
telephone number, and 
home congregation 
along with your $10 
registration fee to 
the attention of 
Lori Guse at 11831 
N Seminary Drive, 
Mequon WI 53092, 
no later than 
September 15. For 
more information, contact Lori Guse at 
262.242.8104 or by e-mail at 
lori.guse@wls.wels.net.  

Star of Bethlehem 
Bowling League 

The purpose of our bi-
weekly Sunday 
evening league is to 
give Star members and 
friends an opportunity for fellowship and 
fun.  We begin the season on September 
10th, at 6:30 p.m.  You are encouraged to 
sign up by the church bulletin board, or 
contact Pastor Nitz, if you are thinking 
about participating. Our league is for the 
novice bowler looking for some good 
Christian fun, as well as the experience 
bowler whose competitive fire might still 
be burning.  Even if you don’t bowl, you 
are welcome to stop by the New Berlin 
Bowl and enjoy some fellowship time 
with your fellow Christians.   

Our men’s softball 
team had an enjoyable season.  The 
record was 8 wins and 6 losses.  Sincere 
thanks to Coach Randy Alf for 
coordinating the men’s softball program 
this year.   The team did a great job of 
representing you well in our community 
and competing every week.  Sincere 
thanks to all of the guys who put on 
those Star of Bethlehem jerseys this 
season.  We look forward to another 
year of Star Men’s Softball next season.  
Watch for information regarding 
registration next Year’s team around 
March. 
 

Movie Premiere 

You are invited as a guest of Wisconsin 
Lutheran College to the world premiere 
of Salty Earth Picture’s newest full-length 
motion picture, The Open Door. Public 
showings will be held September  at 7:30 
p.m. and September 9 at 2:00 p.m. To 
reserve free tickets or for more 
information, visit wlc.edu/opendoor. The 
premiere will take place in WLC’s Center 
for Arts and Performance, 8815 W. 
Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee. 

WELS Lutherans for Life 

WELS Lutherans for Life will be 
holding 2 fundraising events on 
Friday, October 13, at Country 
Springs Hotel in Pewaukee. Both the 
luncheon and the dinner have been 
paid in full by generous 
underwriters. While there will be no 
cost to attend, there will be an 
opportunity to support the ministry 
financially. All funds raised will 
directly support life-affirming help 
for abortion-vulnerable mothers, 
people suffering post-abortion 
trauma, and a youth development 
program. Pre-registration is required 
and seats are limited, so don’t delay. 
Learn more and register at 
EveningForLife.org, call 414-727-
8176 or email: Contact@ALife2.com,. 
 

KOINÉ ALBUM 
RELEASE EVENT 

Koiné is releasing their 8th studio 
album on September 30

th
 @5pm at 

the Waukesha County Expo Center. 
The album is called CROSS HEART 
ROSE SKY RING, and is in honor of the 
500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation, using Martin Luther's 
own words and music. The event is 
free and no tickets are necessary (an 
offering will be gathered). Doors will 
open at 4pm. Don't miss this 
event!!!  “Next to the Word of God, 
the noble art of music is the greatest 
treasure in the world." - Martin 
Luther 
 

Hymnal Project Overview 
The Christian Women's Leadership 
Circle at Wisconsin Lutheran College 
will host a presentation titled 
"Hymnal Project Overview" by Rev. 
Michael Schultz, who serves as 
project director for the WELS Hymnal 
Project. Please join us on September 
27 at 7:00 p.m. in WLC’s Center for 
Arts and Performance, 8815 W. 
Wisconsin Avenue. A reception will 
follow the free presentation. RSVP by 
September 14 to Joan Vehlow, 
262.548.0421 or email    
cwlc.info@wlc.edu.  
 

SHEEPSHEAD TOURNEY 
Save the date! Saturday, October 21

st
 , 

6:00 to 9:00 P.M 
ST. PAUL’S, MUSKEGO 

tel:(262)%20242-8104
mailto:lori.guse@wls.wels.net
mailto:jnitz@starofbethlehem.org
http://wlc.edu/opendoor
EveningForLife.org
tel:(414)%20727-8176
tel:(414)%20727-8176
mailto:Contact@ALife2.com
tel:(262)%20548-0421
mailto:cwlc.info@wlc.edu


Financial Update as of 8/13/17 

 
Ministry Expansion Update 

Back in June of this year, several “Congregational Open Forums” 
were held.  If you’ll remember, the slide presentation began by 
tracing the history of our church and school, leading up to the 
present. 

The presentation went on to discuss our 3-year vision, focusing 
specifically on “a facility planning strategy to meet the needs of our 
growing school and church ministries.”  The “Final Report” from the 
Expansion Feasibility Committee was reviewed.  A chart displayed 
the parallel growth of our church membership with the number of 
students in our school.  We ended by presenting a suggested 
timeline of a facilities expansion – and several images of potential 
floor plans. 

I need to report to you that it has now become apparent that the 
original “suggested timeline” needs to be altered. 

Here’s where we are at this time: 

While no decisions have been made, your church and school 
leadership is working on a new timeline.  We’re also in the process 
of revising the initial cost estimates.  Meanwhile, The James 
Company has been retained (per a Motion passed by the Voters on 
July 9, 2017) for a “Consensus-Building” program.  Their work will 
include the development of a brochure and interviewing a number 
of Star families to evaluate foundational financial support.  The 
potential phasing of the entire project also needs to be discussed 
and eventually approved by the Voters. 

As all these pieces come into better focus they will be shared at a 
series of future Congregational Open Forums (probably during 
October) and a subsequent Voters’ Assembly meeting. 

While “bricks and mortar” are important, the slide presentation 
reminded us of what Matthew 28: 19-20 has to say: 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

See you in church! 
Gene Szaj 

From the President 
As I write this it’s a few days after the 50th /40th Anniversary 
festivities.  Wow, what an awesome two days!  Games and 
activities on Saturday for the kids and parents.  Even our 
alderman (District 7 – Keith Heun) joined us on Saturday for a 
half-hour or so.  (He’s a big supporter of Christian schools.)  
On Sunday, the celebrations continued with two inspiring 
worship services (with SIX pastors, no less!) followed by 
plenty of social time and a wonderful luncheon meal.  Viewing 
historical items, a music quartet and a wonderful video 
rounded out the festivities on Sunday. 

As you might guess, plenty of planning and preparation went 
into helping to make everything successful and enjoyable for 
all.  Countless numbers of your fellow Christians devoted 
huge amounts of their time, talents and energies toward 
those two days.  But where did they receive their gifts from? 

Of course, it all came from our Lord – He’s the one that 
provided the resources that were needed.  He simply worked 
His plan through His people – your fellow Christians. 

And yes, that would be the very same Lord and Savior that 
started with a “mustard seed” of eight charter families back in 
1967. 

So, while we continue to feel the “glow” from those two 
wonderful days of celebration we now move forward, eagerly 
anticipating what might be termed “What’s Next?” 

Indeed. 

Where will our Lord lead us next? 

As for me, I can hardly wait to find out . . . ! 

See you in church! 
Gene Szaj 
 

Altar Flowers/Plants  
If you are interested in donating 
flowers for the altar, you can sign your 
name, on the flower calendar, located 
on the bulletin board, in the narthex.  
You may also choose if it is in memory or 
honor of someone or something.  You may 
sign-up for one or two bouquets which come from the Twins 
Florist, in New Berlin.  If you prefer a certain kind or color of 
flower, please notify the Administrative Assistants, in the 
church office.  You are welcome to take your flowers home 
after the Monday night service, but no later than Wednesday.  
DO NOT TAKE VASE INSERTS HOME!  These are used for the 
following week.  There are small plastic bags, in the kitchen 
drawer, across from the office, to take your flowers home.  
The cost is $20.00 per bouquet.  Please place money or check 
made payable to Star of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, in the 
envelope provided.  Before Easter and Christmas, there is a 
sign-up sheet for plants.  You will be notified in the church 
bulletin or newsletter.  If you would like to care for flowers or 
have further questions, please call Carol Wendt at 262-782-
6154.  Please let us know your wishes, if there is a wedding or 
funeral.  Thank you for glorifying God. 
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